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RSUMMARY
Painting in the Baroque style
quickly spread among artists
and quickly became universal.
The dramatic features, the
representation of simple
figures inside the houses, the
self-portraits without vanity
and the classic and
mythological fantasy, are
found in the most varied
regions of Europe in the 17th
century.
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Peter Paul Rubens

UMA SÍNTESE SOBRE
SUA TRAJETÓRIA BEM
CULTIVADA

Artists in Catholic Flanders
were influenced by Italian
painting, mainly by works
produced by Michelangelo
Merisi of CARAVAGGIO. The
rebel artist's fame had already
spread and his works with
common people, dominating
the sometimes theatrical
scenario, impregnated with
diagonal lines, great effects
and contrasts of light and
shadow, called the attention of
the most different artists.
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IINTRODUCTION
Antwerp, November 1576.
Soldiers of the Catholic
Spanish King Philip II invade
and plunder the great port
and commercial center of the
Dutch provinces. Among the
citizens who flee is the
renowned jurist, adviser to the
powerful, cultured man –
Joannes Rubens: Suspected of
Protestantism and insurrection,
immigrates with his wife Maria
Pypelinckx and a son to
neighboring Germany and
restarts life in the city of the
Colony. In a short time he
becomes involved in a love
affair with the Princess
d'Orange, and as an adulterer,
he is subject to the death
penalty. Maria intervenes
selflessly and manages to
save her husband, at the price
of their confinement in a small
region of Wesphalia, Siegen.
On June 28, 1577, the couple
have their second child, Peter
Paul, who will spend the history
of art with the greatest Flemish
painter of the century and the
representative of the Baroque
taste in Europe.

Peter Paul Rubens only saw the
land his parents came from
when he was 10 years old,
when after his father's death,
his mother returned from
Antwerp. The situation in the
Netherlands was then less
dramatic: the Spanish
occupation did not affect the
daily lives of the increasingly
prosperous population.



EDUCATION
The return also represented
the possibility of giving a boy
Peter Paul an education in the
best humanistic style:
philosophy, law, letters, arts, as
any self-respecting Flemish
deserved. But the young man
was only interested in the arts,
he despised other subjects
and devoted all his time to the
painting lessons he received
from landscape artist Tobias
Vehaeght, a family relative. I
was 15 years old and wanted
to be a painter. The family was
not opposed to this, nor would
there be any reason for it, in a
country that prided itself on its
ancient cultural tradition. In the
Netherlands, the profession of
painter was seen as any other,
as long as the professional
lived up to the expectations of
those portrayed and
understood enough about
business to reach fame and
fortune.

In Flanders' objective and
utilitarian worldview, it was all
the same to achieve
prosperity through maritime
trade or through artistic
creation.

The one, harmonious society
progressed in all its fullness.
Artists perpetuated navigators
or merchants and thrived in
their shadow, forgers of
cultural wealth in indivisible
union with growing material
wealth.
Aged 23, intelligent, eager to
learn, cultured, endowed with
good manners and good
looks, Rubens had everything
to open the doors of Italian
courts. Thus, it was not long
before Vincenzo Gonzaga,
Duke of Mantua, became
interested in the young artist.
He named him his official
painter, with the advantage of
leaving him plenty of free time
so he could travel.

Then he went to Florence and
Rome, lingering in the Sistine
Chapel to study the
techniques used by
Michelangelo in the Last
Judgment and by Raffaello in
the frescoes. In Venice, he
became familiar with the work
of Tiziano, Veronese, Tintoretto,
Mantegna, and especially with
the paintings of his
contemporary Caravaggio,
considered one of the greatest
painters of the time.



But what influenced him was
the solemn family and the
naive sentimentality of
Federico Fiori, called II Barecci,
who suggested to him the
virtuosity of color and the
dynamism of forms.
In 1601, he received the first
order, from the Cardinal of
Austria. Others soon followed,
painting, but it didn't take up
all of Rubens's time. As early
as 1603, thanks to his
temperament and his natural
sympathy, he received the first
diplomatic mission of many
that would accompany him
throughout his life.
The intriguing Duke of Mantua
sent him to Madrid for a
political deal with King Philip III
and his minister, the Duke of
Lerma, of which he would then
make a famous portrait.
On another mission, Rubens
took a collection of artwork
and jewelry to Madrid. Rubens'
aspirations are expressed in
his letters: “As for me, I wanted
everyone in peace, to live a
golden century instead of an
iron one”.

Back in Italy, many orders
await him.
Priests want me to do the
decoration of temples, nobles
ask for portraits of their
families. So, from 1604, he
painted the triptych The Holy
Trinity, offered by Duke Mantua
to the Jesuit church, the
Transfiguration and the
Baptism of Christ.
He came into contact with the
notables of the Italian
aristocracy and painted, in
Genoa, portraits of the Doria
and the Spinolas. But he
doesn't miss the opportunity to
continue his studies, as he tells
in a letter. And when in Rome,
he resides in the company of
the sage Giusto Lipsio. There, in
1606, he painted the main altar
of the Church of Santa Maria
de la Vallicella, in Genoa, and
worked at the Church of San
Ambrose. It's well paid. Is
famous.

 



The Holy Trinity -
offered by Duke
Mantua to the Jesuit
church, the
Transfiguration and the
Baptism of Christ.



PORTRAIT OF THE
ARCHDUKE ALBERTO DA
AUSTRIA (200X118 cm)
The canvas, dated 1615,
is in the Museum of Art
in São Paulo.



The annunciation.



German by birth, Italian by
humanism, Flemish by
tradition, Spanish as a
diplomat, he was a

remarkable interpreter of
Baroque taste.

Self portrait with Isabel Brant.


